
This is your near future... 

 
The two greatest visions of a future dystopia were George Orwell’s “1984” and Aldous 

Huxley’s “Brave New World.” The debate, between those who watched our descent towards 
corporate totalitarianism, was who was right. Would we be, as Orwell wrote, dominated by a 
repressive surveillance and security state that used crude and violent forms of control? Or would we 
be, as Huxley envisioned, entranced by entertainment and spectacle, captivated by technology and 
seduced by profligate consumption to embrace our own oppression? It turns out Orwell and Huxley 
were both right. Huxley saw the first stage of our enslavement. Orwell saw the second.  
 

Orwell, (…) warned of a world where books were banned. Huxley, (…) warned of a world 
where no one wanted to read books. Orwell warned of a state of permanent war and fear. Huxley 
warned of a culture diverted by mindless pleasure. Orwell warned of a state where every 
conversation and thought was monitored and dissent was brutally punished. Huxley warned of a 
state where a population, preoccupied by trivia and gossip, no longer cared about truth or 
information. Orwell saw us frightened into submission. Huxley saw us seduced into submission. But 
Huxley, we are discovering, was merely the prelude to Orwell. Huxley understood the process by 
which we would be complicit in our own enslavement. Orwell understood the enslavement. (Text: 
Excerpts from “A Brave New Dystopia” by Chris Hedges) 
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